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In addition, the existing restroom facilities, pavilions, and picnic shelters were in disrepair and in

need of updating. The new design incorporated a large pavilion with an indoor kitchen, eight S
restrooms, 51 fishing shelters, a large fish cleaning station, a new playground, and a state-of-
the-art fish holding facility/maintenance building. The northern-most lake will have a concrete
ADA walking path around a portion of the lake and will be fully landscaped. Although some
of the existing cottonwood trees were removed due to poor health or hazardous locations, we e -
will be planting a large number of new trees to provide shade and aesthetic appeal.
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When complete, the lakes will be managed as a two-tiered fishery, with large rainbow trout being ik .-5,‘;’;- ‘;x}':'
stocked during the cooler winter months and channel catfish stocked during the summer. Although large RN ‘i‘u.%:’
stockings will occur bi-weekly, the fish holding facility will allow for more frequent daily stockings. The —
Recreation Area will open in October, so after the balloons take off, get your fishing gear in hand for a Sandia Lakes is located off Highway
memorable experience at Sandia Lakes! kd 313 just north of Albuquerque.
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After years of planning, construction has finally begun
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Water, Water, Everywhere...in Arizona?

When you think of abundant water, Arizona is typically the last place on your mind. But on the
Mogollon Rim, there is water, and plenty of it! Aquatic Consultants began construction early
this spring on two small lakes with an interconnecting stream on a development property near
Christopher Creek. When the lower lake was excavated, a large spring and several seeps were found
that flow nearly 330 gallons per minute continuously. Our construction crews were able to “capture’
this water through a series of pipes and wet wells. Although most of the water will be returned to
the adjacent stream, some of this clean, clear water will be recirculated through both lakes and the
stream to provide a continuous flow of fresh water and improve lake health. Over twenty luxury cabins are
proposed for the new development, and the water resources that ACl is creating, including trophy trout fishing, will make it one
of the most unique properties in the northern Arizona. g

Aquatic plants are a beneficial and necessary part of any lake. Without
them most other lake organisms cannot survive. Plants keep the
water oxygenated, provide food and cover for fish, and stabilize
the shoreline and lake bottom. In a healthy lake, 10% to 15% of the
bottom and surface should have aquatic plants. However, when
aquatic plants exceed this level, problems can occur. When aquatic
plants hurt, rather than help a pond, they technically become weeds,
and some form of control becomes necessary. Aquatic herbicides are
commonly used to control aquatic weeds
A biological but they can be expensive and need
frequent application.

alternative to

aqu atic weed A biological al'fernative to aquatic weed' . ¢ :
control is possible thanks to a weed-eating .

control is possible  member of the minnow family. The white
amur, commonly called grass carp, is a long, slender silver-colored fish. These fish are well designed for feeding
almost exclusively on aquatic plants. They have a terminal mouth (not sucker-like, as does the common carp) and
eating member of have large throat teeth that help it tear and shred plant material. These fish are long-lived and can eat 2-3 times their
weight each day and may gain 5-10 pounds in a single year. You should, however, be aware that although grass
carp will eat most common species of rooted aquatic plants found in New Mexico, they will not normally control
filamentous algae (pond moss) growth. Grass carp are a regulated species and only sterile (non-reproducing) grass
carp are allowed into New Mexico waters under state law.

thanks to a weed-

the minnow family.

If you are interested in stocking grass carp to help control aquatic vegetation in your lake, contact our Senior Biologist, Jason Wiebenga
(505-890-5753; jasonwiebenga@aquaticconsultants.com)

Meet JR Murphy...the Newest Member of the ACl Team

JR Murphy - Construction Superintendent

ACl welcomes its new addition to the construction team, JR Murphy. JR has been a construction

superintendent for over 10 years throughout New Mexico and New York. He has a proven track

record of managing multiple construction projects and is extremely detail and results oriented,
so he will fit in perfectly with the rest of the ACl staff! For ACI, JR will be managing the day to day

operations of large construction projects as a Field Supervisor. JR is an avid fly fisherman, and

also enjoys camping, hunting, golf, cooking, sailing, and travel. Please feel free to visit with JR
when you see him on your project site this upcoming year. [«



